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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
A Parish of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey of the Orthodox Church in America  

360 Van Zile Road, Brick, New Jersey 08724 

        Phone: (732) 458-9032       Email: gjbreton@gmail.com 

       Fax: (732) 295-0007           Website: www.occa-brick.org  

Very Rev. Fr. Gary Joseph Breton, Rector 

Very Rev. Fr. Sergius Kuharsky, Retired Attached Priest 

Very Rev. Fr. Paul Kucynda, Retired Attached Priest  

Rev. Fr. Alexander Smida, Attached Priest 

Rev. Dn. Michael Pejovic, Attached Deacon 

Tara Paxton, Senior Warden 

Reader Matthew Hascha, Choir Director 

 

 

Today is the beginning of our salvation, the revelation of the eternal mystery.  The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin as 

Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos: Rejoice O Full of Grace, the Lord is with 

you! 

Troparion of the Annunciation to the Theotokos 

Entry of the Most-holy Theotokos into the Temple 

When the chosen time had come, then from the house and posterity of David, Joachim and 
Anna are chosen by God. Though they were childless, they were by their virtuous life and good 
disposition the finest of all those descended from the line of David. In prayer they besought God 
to deliver them from their childlessness, and promised to dedicate their child to God from its 
infancy. By God Himself, the Mother of God was proclaimed and given to them as a child, so 
that from such virtuous parents the all-virtuous child would be raised. So in this manner, chastity 
joined with prayer came to fruition by producing the Mother of virginity, giving birth in the flesh to 
Him Who was born of God the Father before the ages. 

Now, when Righteous Joachim and Anna saw that they had been granted their wish, and 
that the divine promise to them was realized in fact, then they on their part, as true lovers of God, 
hastened to fulfill their vow given to God as soon as the child had been weaned from milk. They 
have now led this truly sanctified child of God, now the Mother of God, this Virgin into the Temple 
of God. And She, being filled with Divine gifts even at such a tender age, ... She, rather than 
others, determined what was being done over Her. In Her manner She showed that She was not 
so much presented into the Temple, but that She Herself entered into the service of God of her 
own accord, as if she had wings, striving towards this sacred and divine love. She considered it 
desirable and fitting that she should enter into the Temple and dwell in the Holy of Holies. 

Therefore, the High Priest, seeing that this child, more than anyone else, had divine grace 
within Her, wished to set Her within the Holy of Holies. He convinced everyone present to 
welcome this, since God had advanced it and approved it. Through His angel, God assisted the 
Virgin and sent Her mystical food, with which She was strengthened in nature, while in body She 
was brought to maturity and was made purer and more exalted than the angels, having the 
Heavenly spirits as servants. She was led into the Holy of Holies not just once, but was accepted 
by God to dwell there with Him during Her youth, so that through Her, the Heavenly Abodes 
might be opened and given for an eternal habitation to those who believe in Her miraculous 
birthgiving. 

So it is, and this is why She, from the beginning of time, was chosen from among the chosen. 
She Who is manifest as the Holy of Holies, Who has a body even purer than the spirits purified 
by virtue, is capable of receiving ... the Hypostatic Word of the Unoriginate Father. Today the 
Ever-Virgin Mary, like a Treasure of God, is stored in the Holy of Holies, so that in due time, (as 
it later came to pass) She would serve for the enrichment of, and an ornament for, all the world. 
Therefore, Christ God also glorifies His Mother, both before, and also after His birth. 

We who understand the salvation begun for our sake through the Most Holy Virgin, give Her 
thanks and praise according to our ability. And truly, if the grateful woman (of whom the Gospel 
tells us), after hearing the saving words of the Lord, blessed and thanked His Mother, raising her 
voice above the din of the crowd and saying to Christ, “Blessed is the womb that bore Thee, and 
the paps Thou hast sucked” (Luke 11:27), then we who have the words of eternal life written out 
for us, and not only the words, but also the miracles and the Passion, and the raising of our 
nature from death, and its ascent from earth to Heaven, and the promise of immortal life and 
unfailing salvation, then how shall we not unceasingly hymn and bless the Mother of the Author 
of our Salvation and the Giver of Life, celebrating Her conception and birth, and now Her Entry 
into the Holy of Holies? 

Excerpted from a homily on the feast by St. Gregory Palamas 

http://www.occa-brick.org/
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Special Prayers 

We pray for all our parish family 
members, but we pray especially for 
those who are ill and afflicted. Among 
them are: Betty James, Olga 
Kornafel, Deryl Tczap, Reader John 
Economou, Meni Mari, Matushka 
Cathy Smida, Tom Collins, Tom 
Kopec, Alan Diaz, Cathy Diaz, Ann 
Marie Gahr, Dennis Gahr, Dorothy 
Studier, Helen Ciurczak, Pauline 
Barnowsky, Elba Cinciarelli, and 
Catherine Ratushnuk.  

 

 

November 17, 2019 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Tone 5. St. Gregory, Wonderworker of Neo-Cæsarea (ca. 266-270). Ven. Nikon, Abbot of 

Rádonezh, disciple of Ven. Sergius (1426). Ven. Lazarus the Iconographer, of Constantinople 

(ca. 857). Martyr Gobron (Michael) and 133 soldiers, of Georgia (914). Ven. Genadius of 

Vatopedi (Mt. Athos). 

Today’s Readings:   

Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18  

Gospel: Luke 12:16-21 

Upcoming Service Schedule: 

Today – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday – 7:00pm Great Vespers & Litya (Entry) 

Thursday – 9:30am Divine Liturgy (Entry) 

Saturday - 7:00pm Great Vespers  

Sunday – 9:00am Divine Liturgy 

Next Sunday’s Readings:    

Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10   

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 

OUTREACH 

• Food Pantry donations are always 
accepted.  Place non-perishable 
food items in blue bin in the narthex 

• Clothing donations are accepted 
on the last Sunday of each month.  
Place donations next to the food 
pantry bin.  

 

We are happy that you have joined us for 

worship today and hope that you will join us 

for coffee hour after the service. Please note 

that reception of the Holy Eucharist is only 

for baptized members of the Orthodox 

Church who have prepared with prayer, 

fasting, and periodic confession. You are 

encouraged to receive the blessed bread that 

is offered at the end of the service and which 

may also be offered to you by one of your 

neighbors during Communion. 

 

 

Coffee Hour Teams: 

Today – TEAM B (Nilsen, Christos)        

Next Sunday – TEAM C (Diaz, Price) 

 

Annunciations 
TODAY – Church School classes will be held today at their usual times following the 
Divine Liturgy. 

TODAY – We will continue our new course of study beginning at the end of Coffee 
Hour. We will cover the very broad topic of: “What is the Orthodox Church?”. We will 
discuss why we believe what we believe, worship how we worship, and live how we live 
as members of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. All are welcome to 
participate in the discussions. Today’s topic is Church Architecture. 

THIS THURSDAY is the Great Feast of the Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple. 
Great Vespers & Litya will be served Wednesday evening. Divine Liturgy will be served 
Thursday morning with a light lenten pot-luck Agape Coffee Hour following. 

THIS THURSDAY – the Parish Council meets in the rectory at 6:30pm. This was 
originally scheduled for this Tuesday.  

Saturday, December 7 – Our parish will hold the Annual Cookie Walk in the parish hall 
from 9:00am to 12:00noon. Bakers are being asked now to plan what they are willing to 
bake and bring to the event. Dates for baking at the parish hall have also been set. 
Please speak with the event coordinator, Joanne Bass, if you are willing to bake and if 
you’ve not yet communicated this to her. Also, please mark your calendars and tell 
your friends to do likewise. Many thanks! 

Thank you to all who helped out with the baking of the Dessert Rolls in the Parish Hall 
this past Friday. Many flavors are for sale now at $14 per roll. Please see Cathy Berger 
or Olga Pasick to make your purchases. 

We are in the midst of the Nativity Fast. The Church guides us into this preparatory 
period and urges us to follow the usual fasting recommendations until the Feast of the 
Nativity. 

The Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors (DDB) program is an essential vehicle for 
funding our diocesan activities and programs. Please consider participating in the 
program. More information can be found at www.nynjoca.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

St. Gregory, 

Wonderworker of Neo-

Caesarea 

 

Keep up on OCA news by visiting 

www.oca.org, diocesan news by visiting 

www.nynjoca.org, and parish news by 

visiting www.occa-brick.org. 

 

 

Please pray for vocations 
to the Holy Priesthood! 

Many Years 
Birthdays this week: 

Wednesday – Fr. Paul Kucynda 

http://www.nynjoca.org/
http://www.oca.org/
http://www.nynjoca.org/
http://www.occa-brick.org/

